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Local ethnic events in July and August

About Milwaukee Ebhnic News

Milwaukee Ethnic News is published bimonthly by Urban An-
thropology Inc. and is managed by volunteer anthropologists.
The purpose of the newsletter is to offer ethnic organizations
and individuals the opportunities to share news and information
about their cultures. The newsletter does not receive funds from
any external source. See more information on last page.

22-part series on Milwaukee
ethnic groups

Thelr histortes, practices, Wleals, ana Leadership
Over a 12-year period, anthropologists at Urban Anthro-
pology, Inc. conducted over 1200 in-depth interviews with
Milwaukee clusters, including 65 local ethnic groups. This

series will feature 22 of these groups, selected randomly
for each edition. This issue features the Egyptians.

Milwaukee Egyptians: History
The Copts

Egyptian Americans are not your archetypal Egyptians. In
Egypt, approximately 9 of 10 citizens are Muslims. But in

Most 410 and wnder; many) free
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Ethnic events in June and July

African American

AMERICA’S BLACK HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

When? Tue.s through Sat.s, see website for hours: www.abhmu-
seum.org/visit/. Where? 401 W. North Ave. Description: A se-
ries of history & culture galleries that tell the story of the Black
Holocaust in the US from life in Africa before captivity to Afri-
can American life today. Admission: Adults $7; Kids 3-17 $5;
Kids under 3 free

GROUP TOUR WISCONSIN BLACK HISTORICAL CENTER

When? Mornings beginning at 9am, reserve at website. Where?
Wisconsin Black Historical Center, 2620 W. Center St. Descrip-
tion: Opportunity to see exhibits on African American history in
Wisconsin. www.wbhsm.org/Home.htm. Admission: 0-$5.

THE ROSE THAT GREW FROM CONCRETE

When? Jul. 1 to 25. Where? Marcus Center for the Performing
Arts, 929 N. Water. Description: Performance; register at
https://blackartsmke.org/season/#youth-performing-arts-
summer-camp. Admission: Unk. See website for ticketed event.

BRONZEVILLE WEEK

When? Aug. 2 to 9, 10am to 6pm. Where? North Ave. between
MLK and 7th St. Description: Celebration of African-American
culture, history, art, music, commerce, and entertainment. Ad-
mission: Free to attend.

Armenian

ARMENIAN FEST MILWAUKEE

When? Jul. 20, 11am to 6pm. Where? 7825 W. Layton Ave. De-
scription: Celebration of ethnic food, nonstop music, dancing,
and tradition. Admission: Free to attend.

Chinese

MILWAUKEE DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL

When? Jul. 12. Where? Lakefront. Description: Performances in
traditionla;l dance, Chinese folk music, and martial arts. Admis-
sion: Unk.

Croatian

CROATIAN FEST MILWAUKEE

When? Jul. 19, 10am to 10pm. Where? 9100 S. 76t St., Franklin.
Description: Celebration of ethnic food, culture, entertainment,
and bocce courts. Admission: Free to attend.

Egyptian

TASTE OF EGYPT

When? Aug. 22 to 24, 11am to 7pm. Where? St. Mary and St.
Antonious Coptic Orthodox Church of Milwaukee, 1521 W.
Drexel Ave., Oak Creek. Description: Festival of Egyptian cui-
sine. Admission: Free to attend.
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Ethnic events in June and July

French

BASTILLE DAYS

When? Jul. 17 to 20, 11am to 11:30pm. Where? Cathedral
Square Park. Description: Celebration of everything French and
Storm the Bastille. Admission: Free to attend.

German

GERMAN FEST

When? Jul. 25 to 27, see website for times. Where? Summerfest
grounds. Description: Celebration of everything German in-
cluding Dachshund Derby and fireworks. German Fest Milwau-
kee | A German Cultural Celebration Admission: Get tickets on
website, some discounted.

Irish

IRISH FEST

When? Aug. 14 to 17. Where? Summerfest grounds. Descrip-
tion: Celebration of everything Irish, including genealogy. Celtic
Music | Celtic Culture | Milwaukee Irish Fest Admission: Get
tickets online; some discounts available.

Jewish

ANNE FRANK: THE EXHIBITION

When? Jul. 15, 7 to 8:15pm. Where? On Zoom; register here:
https://jewishmuseummilwaukee.org/event/anne-frank-the-
exhibition-secret-annex-revealed/. Description: A first-of-its-
kind, full-scale recreation of the complete annex in Amsterdam,
furnished as it would have been when Anne and her family were
forced into hiding to evade Nazi capture. Admission: $5 mem-
bers, $8 nonmembers.

Latino

WALK THROUGH MILWAUKEE'’S LATINO HISTORY

When? Daily, 10-4pm. Where? United Community Center, 1028
S. 9th St. Description: Opportunity to learn about Latino history
by visiting tannery and foundry exhibits (see below), photos,
and art inside the UCC building, and historical murals on two
sides of Bruce Guadalupe School next door (see to the right).
Admission: Free.

LATINO ARTS GALLERY EXHIBIT

When? To Aug. 15, 10:30 am to 7:30pm. Where? United Com-
munity Center, 1028 S. 9th St. Description: Exhibit: The Big Idea
XII: Art is My Superpower. Admission: $1 suggested donation.

Does your organization have an ethnic event it would like to
post? Send an email to Dr. Jill at JFLanthropologist@cur-
rently.com with the subject line of “event for Milwaukee Eth-
nic News, and describe the event.

Page3



Milwaukee ethnic groups: The Egyptians
Conlinued from page one

America, the majority of people of Egyptian descent are Coptic
Christians. The Copts are a separate ethnic group in Egypt,
some claiming Arab descent and some not. Most claim descent
from the ancient Egyptians before the Arab conquest in 642.
The term “Copt” is derived from Aigyptos—a Greek word which
is in turn derived from the Egyptian word Ha-ka-Ptah, which
means the house of the spirit of Ptah, a deity in Egyptian my-
thology. By the time of the Arab conquest, virtually all indige-
nous Egyptians were Christian.

“It’s very important that people understand us. People tend to
group together everyone from the Middle East. They are all—
you know—terrorists or women-abusers. We try and have a big
presence to get people to know about us. We have a booth at the
Holiday Folk Fair. We invite people to our bake sales and other
events. It’s very important that we are understood .”

Quote of Middle Eastern informant from the 12-year Milwaukee
ethnic study conducted by Urban Anthropology Inc.

Other Egyptian Christians

Other Egyptian Christians that immigrated to America included
Coptic Catholics and Protestants. An example of an early Egyp-
tian Catholic in Milwaukee appears in the right column.

“The Muslim immigrants are more recent. The Christians
were able to assimilate more because there were more com-
mon things in what was acceptable. The Muslim faith forbids
drinking alcohol. A big part of socializing and networking in-
volves going out and having a drink. You won’t find that as
much with the Muslim community. They’ll go out and social-
ize, but they won’t drink. Whether you're accepted for not
drinking or not, there’s still that. A little bit of a divide there.
The more recent Muslim community travelled here because
of political conflicts overseas, and some of them traveled here
for opportunities. I think that the political conflicts and econ-
omy overseas are the main reason though. Some people came
here for school.”

“Middle Eastern doctors, lab technicians, educators, athletes,
and other professionals made many contributions to Milwau-
kee and America as a whole. We built our mosques and
churches for all of Milwaukee to worship and enjoy. Not just
Arabs.”

Quotes of Middle Eastern informants from the 12-year Milwaukee
ethnic study conducted by Urban Anthropology Inc.

Meet one of your past Egyptian neighbors

Dennis Kharitou

Born in Cairo, Egypt in 1910, Dennis Khar-
itou immigrated to the United States and
Milwaukee in 1930, apparently alone.
There is no record that his parents, Spiro
Kharitou and Sophie Cojoy, accompanied
him.

Despite his four years of high school
(uncommon for the times) and skills as a
mechanic, Dennis Kharitou probably had
difficulty getting work during the 1930s
when the Great Depression was at its
height. He did not start a family until 17
years after his arrival. In 1937, however, he
did become a naturalized US citizen.

Dennis Kharitou was in service during
World War Two in the Branch Immate-
rial—Warrant Officers, USA for the dura-
tion of the war and beyond. He worked as
a skilled mechanic. Shortly after his return
in 1947, he married a woman 12 years his
junior-- Camille Agneta, the daughter of
Italian immigrants from New York City.
The same year that he married, he began
work for the Chicago and Northwestern
Railroad. He and Camille had children
Dennis A. and Michelle Kharitou.

The family lived on Milwaukee’s South
Side and attended St. Matthias Catholic
Parish on 934 and Beloit Road.

Dennis lived to age 81 and was survived
by his wife and two children. He is buried
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery (see photo of his
headstone!). Camille died in 2012.

While some Egyptians, such as the example

above, immigrated to the United States early

in the 20t century, most of today’s Egyptian

Page4



Milwaukee ethnic groups: The Egyptians

Americans came much later, many for education and others for
economic opportunities. Some of these were Muslims. A wave
of Egyptians arrived following the Egyptian Revolution of 1952
and thousands arrived after Egypt’s defeat in the Six-Day War
of 1967. Most of the latter group were Copts. The first Coptic
Egyptian family to come to Milwaukee was in 1968. The major-
ity of the arrivals were better educated than Americans gener-
ally.

In Milwaukee, most Egyptian immigrants settled in the Gar-
den District, most
particularly in the
neighborhoods of Wil-
son Park, Holler Park,
Gra-Ram, and Castle
Manor on the city’s
South Side. The rea-
son for the settlement
pattern may be strate-
gic. Two local faith
communities that bor-

der these neighbor-
hoods were later founded. The first to be established was the Is-
lamic Society of Milwaukee in the mid-1980s. Located on 13t
and Layton Avenue, the Islamic Society serves the Milwaukee
Muslim population. It is a center of worship, training, social ser-
vices, schooling, and youth programs. The second, St. Mary and
St. Antonious Coptic Orthodox Church, is located on Drexel Av-
enue in Oak Creek and serves the Coptic Christian population.
For decades, Coptic Egyptian priests came to Wisconsin from
surrounding cities with larger Coptic communities to serve the
Divine Liturgy. Eventually a lot was purchased in Oak Creek and
the local church was consecrated in 2008 by Pope Shenouda III,
worldwide leader of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

Recent history

“T always tell people- if you go to a Middle Eastern restaurant,
you’re not even seeing a fraction of our food. But the nice
thing is that there really is something for everyone. And peo-
ple enjoy the food. Sometimes--this might sound weird-- but
sometimes someone enjoying your cuisine opens their mind
to your culture and the people as a whole. And they are not as
quick to label or stereotype you. If they see something in the
media, they are more likely to question. The whole hookah
craze has become, well . .. I think that America is a melting
pot. I think we borrow stuff from many different cultures, so
I don’t think it’s out of the ordinary.”

Quote of Middle Eastern informant from the 12-year Milwaukee
ethnic study conducted by Urban Anthropology Inc.

“There’s a lot of interaction amongst all the
different countries. Not to say that there
aren’t the little cliques; there definitely
are. There’s a Syrian community. There’s a
clique of Syrian individuals that socialize a
lot with one another. But once again, when
they have a social gathering, you'll see peo-
ple from all different ethnic backgrounds.”

Quote of Middle Eastern informant from the
12-year Milwaukee ethnic study conducted by
Urban Anthropology Inc.

Recently, two organizations were founded to
help connect Egyptians living in the dias-
pora. In 2001 the Universal Union of Egyp-
tian Expatriates was created that attempts to
link some of the 6 million+ Egyptians living,
working, and studying abroad. Approxi-
mately three-quarters of the Union’s mem-
bership is Muslim and the remainder Copts.
A second organization, the American Egyp-
tian Strategic Alliance, was founded in 2012.
It is a coalition of Egyptian Americans de-
signed to influence American decision mak-
ers to enact favorable policies toward Egypt
and encourage freedoms in Egypt.

In Milwaukee, the two major faith com-
munities, the Islamic Society of Milwaukee
and St. Antonious Coptic Orthodox Church
continue to unite Egyptian Americans of
Muslim and Christian backgrounds.

“I think family is so important. I think the
importance of family is defining, whether
it’s large or small, [it] doesn’t make a dif-
ference. Just the importance of staying
close to the family. I think that as children,
the importance of family was always in-
stilled in us, of staying close with one an-
other. You see in a lot of communities
where the family kind of separates, they
don’t see each other, there’s not much of a
connection, there’s not much contact.
Sometimes they live in the same city and
don’t see each other that often. Family re-
ally is a foundation for a lot of different
things. And support for different things.”

Quote of Middle Eastern informant from
the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic study
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Milwaukee ethnic groups: The Egyptians

Meet one of your current neighbors

Jennifer Sedrak

Along with her hus-
band Medhat and
five children, Jen-
nifer Sedrak is a
committed member
of St. Antonious
Coptic Orthodox
Church (see photo).
“Our churchis avery
tight-knit Coptic
community,”  she
states, “like one big
family.

Holding a bache-
lor’s degree in biol-
® ogy and a doctorate
degree in pharmacy,
- Jennifer Sedrak
works as a part-time pharmacist. But she likes to call herself
a full-time mother. She and her family enjoy Egyptian food
and desserts, listen to Coptic Egyptian music, and celebrate
all the Coptic holidays. They eat vegan food during religious
fasts, which occur about 200 days a year.

In addition to her religious and family activities, Jennifer
Sedrak enjoys “making things,” which include baking and
crafts. Her family also travels.

The next editions of Milwaukee Ethnic News will cover 20 ad-
ditional ethnic groups.

Calendar of ethnic holidays

Jan 14: Great Harvest Festival (India)

Jan. 15: Coming of Age Day (Japan)

Jan. 20: St. Sebastian Day (Chile)

Feb. 1: Start of Black History Month

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day (Irish)

March 20: Li Chum (China)

March 21: Human Rights Day (South Africa)

April 4: Children’s Day (Taiwan)

April 19: Dia do indio (Brazil); Eastern Orthodox Easter
April 25: Liberation Day (Italy & Portugal)

May 1: First of May (Russia & Finland)
May 5: Cinco de Mayo (Mexico)

May 17: National Day (Norway)

May 19: Genglik ve Spor Bayrami (Turkey)
June 19: Juneteenth Day (African Ameri-
can)

June 24: Midsummer Evening (Sweden)
July 14: Bastille Day (France)

July 24: Simon Bolivar Day (Venezuela)
August 14: Independence Day (Pakistan)
August 15: Independence Day (India)
August 21: Beginning of Ramadan (Mus-
lim)

Sept. 15: Respect for the Aged Day (Ja-
pan)

Sept. 23: National Day (Saudi Arabia)
Nov. 1: Day of the Dead (Mexico)

Nov. 11 Sint Maarten (Netherlands)

Dec. 6: St. Nicholas Day (Germany)

Dec. 8: Feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion (Ireland)

Dec. 13: St. Lucia (Sweden)

Dec. 24: Swieta (Poland)

Dec. 26: Kwanzaa (African American)

List of Milwaukee ethnic groups to be fea-
tured in upcoming newsletters:

American Indian: Ojibwe
Mexican
Puerto Rican
English
Irish
Welsh
French
Luxembourgish
German
Austrian
Norwegian
Czech
Jewish
Polish
Ukrainian
Syrian
Hmong
Burmese
Chinese
African American
Filipino
Already featured: Oneida, Egyptian

Page6



Poetry book on Milwaukee
IS on the horizon

Work expected to be out in mid-
2025

The work will include poetry on topics
such as:

Milwaukee neighborhoods
Major historical events

City streets and parks
Milwaukee heroes and villains
City “characters”

Milwaukee special events
Lost communities

City businesses, churches, or-
ganizations, past and present
Major sports

e Area ethnic groups

See sample page to the right

At eighteen y@ars the boy came here to dwell--
Our Charliesfay the Chinese Runkefell
n Secand Street he built the Shanghai maII

MWiththeater, ballroom, rest'raunt, billiard hall.
The largest Chinese rest'raunt on the globe,

Pure opulence, allure, a grand abode.

Our Charlie had a faithful son named Moy,

Who'd staunchly carry on the name of Toy.
When Shanghai closed, boy Toy said we must stay;
And opened Chinatown just blocks away.
Not ne,.but two, that thrived and grew 't late.
st to'cl "in.rih]gfggn;_eighty-eight.

Photo courtesy of Rick Petrie
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Alliancelrancaise

de Milwaukee

Children’s Summer Camps

These one-week, five-day camps are beginning French language courses
for children able to read and write. Children will discover the French
language and culture, basic grammar, and vocabulary through interactive
and stimulating stories, songs, projects, and educational games. The
emphasis is on oral communication, with an introduction to reading and
writing simple vocabulary.

July 14 to 18
July 21 to 25
August 11to 15
August 18 to 22

Contact L’Alliance Francaise at 414 964-3855

Bastille Days 2025. L'Alliance Francaise will be
back at Bastille Days this July 17-20 with delicious
beignets, used book sale, French mini lessons, and
French-inspired market.

The Beat Goes On:
The Art and History of Sheet Music: 1897-
1957

This exhibit opens at the Villa Terrace July 24 with a
reception from 5 to 8pm and a micro-exhibition of sheet
music covers opens the same day at the Alliance Fran-
caise de Milwaukee.

The rhythm of American history has always had a
backbeat—and that is sheet music: Art, design, and
music com together in the exhibition The Beat Goes
On, curated by art and cultural historians Annemane
Sawkins, PhD, and Martha Chaiklin, PhD.

The exhibition features sheet music covers from every
decade starting in the late 1890s through to the music
sung by Frank Sinatra in the 1950s, along with vintage
instruments and audio recordings. Musical genres in-
clude sentimental ballads, Dixieland jazz, Blues, and
songs created for Vaudeville and Burlesque, in addi-
tion to the various dance crazes.

Photo courtesy of Wikipedia
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Choices of consequence:
Denmark and the Holocaust

Jewish

Extended through Sentember 7, 2025

Get tickets at Jewish Museum Milwaukee Online
Registration System

Jewish Museum
Milwaukee

1316 N. Prospect Avenue

During WWII countries, policies, and populations across Europe were com- Mllwaukee, WI 53202

plicit in aiding the Nazis’ ‘Final Solution’ plan for ridding the continent of Jews.

While the world was aware of the Jewish plight, refusals to expand immigra- HOURS:

tion quotas and antisemitism severely limited the options and odds of escape :

and survival. Denmark’s response served as an exception. The events and Monday through Thursday,

actions that saved roughly 95% of Danish Jewry will be brought to light 10am to 5pm

through artifacts, personal accounts, and an anchoring photographic se-

ries, I%esistance and Rescue. ) ) Closed Satu rday
Resistance and Rescue includes 37 photographs by Judy Glickman

Lauder, who spent years using her camera to witness the sites, stories, and

people who experienced the Holocaust. Glickman Lauder recounted her

1990s photography project:

Sunday 12pm to 4pm

"l was asked to go to Denmark to locate and photograph many Dan-
ish World War Il rescuers and survivors and to record their stories
visually. It was a privilege and honor having contact with these he-
roic, courageous, and modest human beings. "

Designed to highlight the choices available to governments to be upstand-
ers in the face of prejudice and discrimination, this exhibit demonstrates the
importance of governmental policy in the protection of its people. Additionally,
it spotlights a history of allyship and advocacy for the Jewish people by non-
Jews, and explore the power of photography to record and reveal historical
truths.

Choices of Consequence also includes a selection of images from the
Danish Rescue Museum archives, documents and artifacts from the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and will highlight the narratives of spe-
cific Danish individuals and events.

Page9


https://tickets.jewishmuseummilwaukee.org/#/event-details/jewish-museum-milwaukee-admission
https://tickets.jewishmuseummilwaukee.org/#/event-details/jewish-museum-milwaukee-admission

50 years of Hmong resettlement
2025 commemorates the half-century mark

The Hmong began immigrating to America and Milwaukee in the 1970s. This
was made possible in 1975 when Congress approved the immigration of some
Hmong to the United States under the “parole” power of the U.S. Attorney
General.

Why did this happen? Let's start at the beginning. Hmong recorded history
goes back to atleast 2,000 BC in China. In the early nineteenth century, some
Hmong began to migrate southward into the mountainous regions of Thailand,
northern Burma, Vietnam, and Laos. Some of those who settled in Laos would
end up in the United States. Many Lao Hmong had been aligned with the
United States’ military efforts during the Vietnam War. When the war ended,
Laos gradually fell to the Communists, and the Hmong faced genocide. Thou-
sands of Hmong fled Laos for refugee camps in Thailand. The United States
Congress intervened and approved the immigration of those Hmong families
that had supported the US war efforts.

The immigrants

Hmong arrived in America in their greatest numbers in the late 1970s through
the 1990s. Following a period of secondary migration within the United States,
substantial numbers of Hmong ended up in Wisconsin, making them the larg-
est Asian group in the state. Today, more than 60,000 Hmong live in Wiscon-
sin.

Every facet of daily living in urban America involved new learning experi-
ences. The Hmong had to learn everything from use of electricity and indoor
plumbing to driving a car to banking to operating computers.

In addition, social organization among the Hmong was based on large
extended families, lineages, and highly complex clan systems. In the United
States, families were relatively small and few groups were organized along
lineage or extended family lines. The U.S. economic system—with the em-
phasis on mobility and the selling of labor—tended to disperse rather than
unify family groups.

And yet, against all odds, the Hmong in the United States and in Milwau-
kee, succeeded. In less than thirty years, the Hmong were becoming well in-
tegrated into the U.S. economy and social fabric, while retaining most of their
traditions. Some were able to retain their healthy eating habits through gar-
dening and participating in farmers’ markets throughout the city.

In Milwaukee, the Hmong have their own newspa-
pers, educational organizations, women’s associa-
tions, arts and crafts clubs, a small museum, food mar-
kets, youth programs, a school, family services, and
student associations. And through education, the
Hmong have advanced socially and economically in
nearly every field they have entered.

Where to observe Hmong culture

A traveling and evolving exhibit offers a portrait of how
Hmong people created community after fleeing war.
The exhibit has been on display in Eau Claire, Osh-
kosh, Wausau, and recently at the Wisconsin Historical
Society in Madison. It examines a half-century of
Hmong people making their home in Wisconsin. The
exhibit is organized like a home, with visitors moving
through areas representing a living room, a kitchen, a
bedroom, and a garden. The curators felt it was im-
portant to center on the lived experiences of the
Hmong, rather than just the military history.

Another venue to learn about Hmong traditional
(and contemporary) life is at a local Hmong New Year’s
celebration. At these events, Hmong dress in tradi-
tional clothing and enjoy traditional foods, dance, mu-
sic, and other forms of entertainment. Thousands at-
tend from Milwaukee County and other areas. They are
usually held in December at the State Fair Grounds in
West Allis or the Franklin Sports Complex in Franklin.
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Ethnic activities for
families to do at home

Ethnic stories/ games/meals

This featured website delivers stories for the entire family on ethnic
groups across space and time. Spend a day (or ten) with any of the
offerings summarized in the following pages. Each story (appropriate
for children 8 to 14), is accompanied by a recipe of the featured group
and a game and art project associated with the story. The narratives
were created over a 20-year period by the cultural anthropologists at

Urban Anthropology Inc. and are based on scholarly research. Families
can learn while being entertained.

Go to http://teacheraidsforkidsmilwaukee.com/ then click
on Kids Across Time & Space or Holidays Across the Globe

The Stories: Summaries
Africa

Berbers of MOrocCCo: A tale of a Berber girl living in the Atlas
Mountains of Morocco, how her family members worked to sup-
port the household, and the near crisis that developed when her
brother wanted to move permanently to Spain.

South AfriCa: A fictionalized account of the decade when the
segregated system of apartheid ended in South Africa and how
the time is commemorated by the nation’s Day of Reconciliation
(story presents much food for discussion and is designed for
more mature children).

Africanh Turkana: The tribulations of an African boy reaching
manhood who needed to acquire sufficient bride wealth in order
to marry in the future, the pastoralist society he lived in, and the
unexpected ways that his education came to his aid. A story
about the benefits of learning.African Ibo: A story of a ten-year-
old boy living in Africa around 1800, his vibrant village life, his
age grade activity, and the constant threat he faced of being kid-
napped into slavery.

Nubia/Kush: The tale of a fifteen-year-old girl living in the
black African Kingdom of Kush in the 8t century BC, her trip
into Egypt, her cultural shock in seeing the Egyptian transfor-
mation of an old friend, and her eventual acceptance of differ-
ence.

Europe

Greece: A story of a spoiled teenage boy living in Greece in an-
cient times, his Olympian experiences, and how a performance
of the great Greek drama Antigone helped him come to his
senses.

W%Wm@&a
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Ethnic stories (summaries)
Conlinued from page ofesen,

Wales: A fictionalized account of a self-involved American
youth who goes to witness the youth national cultural festival in
Wales and comes away thinking he might be able to use his gifts
in more community-serving ways.

Germany: A tale of a German family struggling to keep the
Christmas spirit and German Christmas customs while the fam-
ily children misbehave. German Christmas customs solve the
family problem. A good story for the very young.

Spain: A fictionalized account of a Romani (“gypsy”) girl living
in Madrid, Spain, the cultural values and problems she faced,
and her secret life as a criminal with her older brothers. A story
that asks when or if the ends justify the means.

Rome: The experience of a teenage boy living in a Roman prov-
ince in 64 AD, his ancestors’ enslavement, the introduction of
Christianity to the area, and the deeds of Emperor Nero.

Jews of Poland: The account of a young Jewish girl on the eve
of the Holocaust, her daily life in the shtetl, the family’s religious
traditions, and their eventual demise.

England: The tribulations of a young boy in Medieval England
from a mixed ethnic family who must leave his home at an early
age to be trained for the knighthood.

Ttaly: A story of a teenage orphan girl living in Florence Italy at
the height of the Renaissance, her experiences growing up in a
humane orphanage, and the choice (among three options) she
must make for her future. (Very interactive.)

Eurasia

Goviet: A fictionalized account of a teenage girl living under
Communism in the USSR in the 1930s, her daily life, and the
conflict she faced over loyalty to her family vis-a-vis loyalty to
the Communist government.

Ottoman: A tale a teenage boy living in the Ottoman Empire in
the late seventeenth century, his cultural environment, his op-
portunities, his yearnings, and how he achieved balance be-
tween his own desires and helping his family.

Asia/Oceana

Hmong: A story about a young Hmong boy in a refugee camp in
the 1970s, his people’s involvement in the Vietnam War and its
aftermath, how he and his people recorded their history on story
cloths, and his eventual immigration to the US.
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Ethnic stories (summaries)
Conlinued from. page buelse

Ciberia: A tale of a college-bound girl living in a reindeer-herd-
ing family in Siberia, the changes that took place when her en-
vironment was no longer under Soviet control, the options that
the girl was considering for her future career, and the ways that
each of these options might impact her traditional people.

Burma/Myanmar: A fictionalized account of a young boy of the
Mon ethnic group living in war-torn Burma (now Myanmar) in
the late 1940s, the school that villagers organized to teach Mon
culture, ethnic strife, the boy’s attempts to convince his uncle to
return from his refugee status in Thailand, and what eventually
happened to his village and school. A story about ethnic intoler-
ance.

Chiha: A poignant story about the life of a young girl in China
in the early Middle Ages, Confucian values, and the role of filial
piety in the household.

India: A tale of an eight-year-old girl living in India in the 17t
century, her world under the Mughals, her family’s involvement
with the British East India Company, and her dread of being
married off at a very young age.

Iran: A fictionalized account of a young Iranian man in a Shi’a
Muslim family who is about to learn the spirit of Ramadan.

Japan: The story of a Japanese teenager in the 1920s whose life
is charted out for him as a family heir within his lineage—an
“other-oriented” role that creates a family link between the past
and the future. He experiences culture shock when he visits the
United States with his father and makes friends with an Ameri-
can sailor who takes him out for a night of 1920s frolicking and
questions the young man’s Japanese values.

Bali: A fictionalized account of a Balinese boy in the early 1950s,
his struggle with hyperactivity, the Balinese culture of perfor-
mance, and the way the boy’s mother helped her son by involv-
ing him in performance art.

Trobriand Islands: The tale of a teenage girl living in the Tro-
briand Islands in 1918, her islands’ culture, and how she at-
tempted to attract the man of her dreams through “beauty
magic.”

Latin America

Brazil: A story of a Brazilian teenager, his slave ancestry, life in
a Rio favela, and the sacrifices he made to restore his mother’s
pride. A story about poverty, pride, and family love.

Costa RiCa: A fictionalized account of a young boy in the 1820s
whose family had immigrated to Costa Rica from Spain, the
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Ethnic stories (summaries)

family’s adoption of a young Indian/African orphan, the
boys’ adventures visiting the rainforest, and their ulti-
mate adventure in search of purported treasures left be-
hind by (now extinct) indigenous people.

MayYa: The story of a Maya boy living in the seventh century, his
trip into a forbidden cave, the myth of the Hero Twins, and the
boy’s eventual rite of passage into manhood.

Mexico: A tale of a teenage Nahua Indian girl living in
Tepoztlan, Mexico in 1948, the expectations placed on her by
her culture, her dreams of living in the United States, and how
all this changed when she was befriended by young woman ar-
chaeologist from the Great Plains of America. This is a story of
“the grass is always greener” turned on its head.

Puerto RjCo: A fictionalized account of twin girls living in
Puerto Rico, the circular migration of their family between their
village in Puerto Rico and New York City, and the ultimate de-
cision the family would have to make about permanent resi-
dence in New York or their home village. A story of tension be-
tween upward mobility and home and family.

North America

Muskogee Creeks: A tale of a teenage Muscogee Creek girl liv-
ing through the era of Indian Removal, her village life and mat-
rilineage, Creek spirituality, and her family’s decision to avoid
the Trail of Tears by emigrating to Texas.

Appalachia: The story of a ten-year-old girl living in the Appa-
lachian Mountains in 1790, the migration of populations follow-
ing the Revolutionary War, the plight of mixed-race popula-
tions, and a look back at the colonial experience.

U.S. Slavery: The fictional account of a young girl born into
slavery, how she and her family members made themselves too
valuable to their slave overseers to be separated by a slave auc-
tion, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the girl’s later career
as a free woman.

AcCadia: A tale of a teenage Metis girl living in Acadia, her com-
munity’s expulsion from their land, and her family’s second
home.

Inuit: A fictionalized account of a young Inuit girl living a no-
madic life with her family in the Arctic Circle in the 1970s, her
life at seasonal sites, the cultural expectations she lived with,
and how she overcame jealousy of a younger sibling.
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Ethnic stories (summaries)

Continued ffm page faa/ctee/(

U.S. Great Depression: A story of a young girl living in Ne-
braska during the dust bowl years of the Great Depression, her
steadfast support for her poor family, her daily work load, and
an older brother who’d left home for world travel in the abun-
dant 1920s and his reaction to finding his family in dire circum-
stances.

Hopi: A fictionalized account of a Hopi boy who welcomes his
ancestral spirits back to his reservation town.

American Puritans: A story of a boy living in a strict 17t cen-
tury Puritan household, how he overcame his idleness in order
to use Puritan reason to fight slavery in the Colonies.

Northwest Coast: The tale of a twelve-year-old Native boy liv-
ing in the Northwest Coast of North America in the 16t century,
his world of art, the cultural tradition of the potlatch, and his
antics trying to outsmart his ceremonial roles.

Milwaukee

African America Milwaukee: A fictionalized account of an
African American girl living in Milwaukee, the loss of her
Bronzeville community, her migration to and from Milwaukee,
her movement into the Civil Rights Movement and local fair
housing marches, and her struggles to keep her new home in
Sherman Park.

Irish in Milwaukee: A fictionalized account of a young Irish
boy whose family settled in the Third Ward in the late 1800s,
his aspirations to become a fireman, the scorn he faced from
friends for setting his hopes too low, and his ultimate redemp-
tion when a fireman from the Ward saves the city of Milwaukee
from burning down.

1950s Milwaukee: A story of a girl living in Milwaukee in the
prosperous 1950s and how she and her age mates were influ-
enced by the growing material culture of the day. A story about
the influences of popular culture on gender roles.

Polish Milwaukee: A fictionalized account of a young Polish
boy living on Milwaukee’s south side in the early 1940s, his daily
life in a Polish flat, his faith community at the Basilica of St.
Josaphat, and what he learned one month about how his meals
were prepared.

Go to http://teacheraidsforkidsmilwau-
kee.com/ then click on Kids Across Time &
Space or Holidays Across the Globe
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Kids across Time & Space (KaTS)
Online cultural stories for

youth

Over 30 stories, written by cultural anthropologists, of less than 15
minutes each in length, are featured in the KaTS program, and are
written for children aged 8 to 14. The stories take place between
700 BC to current times and span all global areas. Each story in-
cludes notes for parents or teachers, a game, art projects, recipes,
and pre/post test questions. The free website is at www.teach-
eraidsforkidsmilwaukee.com/KaTS_main.html

List of stories (presented chronologically)

Nubia/Kush: The cultural pride of Khikhy. Greece: Kyros’ love of
power. Roman Empire (Lazicum): Rufus and world of change.
China: The dilemma of Pang. Maya classical: Can Pacal become
a man? England Medieval: The tribulations of William. North-
west Coast: The foolishness of Sa’laLEla. India: The dread of
Elina. Italy Renaissance: Francesca’s difficult decision. American
Puritans: The reason of Jeremiah. Ottoman Empire: The Yearn-
ing of Yusuf. Acadians: The relocation of Alma. Appalachian Me-
lungeons: Martha’s family secret. African Igbos: The dangerous
life of Ngozi. Costa Rica: The great adventure of Tomas. Creek
Indians: Sehoy’s fate. US slaves: The education of Dori. Milwau-
kee Irish: Patrick’s dream. Trobriand Islands: llabova’s transfor-
mation. Japan: The culture shock of Ichiro. Soviet Union: Nata-
sha’s predicament. US Depression: The devotion of Barbara. Po-
land Jews: Rachel's last days. Milwaukee Polish America:
Stefan’s goose. Mexico (Tepoztlan): The dissatisfaction of Zani-
yah. Bali: The hyperactivity of Nyoman. US Milwaukee: Beverly,
the first “material girl.” Burmese Mon: Zeya’s school. Inuit: Allag’s
jealousy. Milwaukee African American: Ruby’s lost childhood.
Hmong: Moua Lia’s assignment. Brazil: The dignity of Manoel.
Siberia: Tonya’s future. Gitanos/Spain: Nina’s secret life. Puerto
Rico: The twins must decide. Moroccan Berbers: Aisha’s house-
hold. African Turkana: Ekwee’s transaction.

Milwaukeg’s Cultural Copnect online
Ethnic education for

The Cultural Connect program (CC) began as a se-
ries of documentaries based on the 12-year ethnic
study conducted by 70 cultural anthropologists in
Milwaukee. The documentaries appeared locally on
television on PBS and/or on the MATA channel.

Later these documentaries were included in an
8-unit youth program in over 20 schools and each
unit was conducted by anthropologists of the same
ethnic background as the unit being presented.
Over the years, more components of this program
were developed.

Now the program is available at no charge at

www.teacheraidsforkidsmilwakee.com/CC_main.html

Program description

Cultural Connect is designed for middle and high
school age youth and their teachers (or program co-
ordinators) who want to learn more about Milwau-
kee ethnic groups. The units include documentaries
of approximately a half-hour in duration, teachers’
guides, games, pre/post surveys, and talking point
resources. Groups featured include Milwaukee (1)
African Americans, (2) Puerto Ricans, (3) Irish, (4)
Germans, (5) Hmong, (6) American Indians, (7)
Mexicans, and (8) Poles. Each video documentary
is hosted by an anthropologist of the ethnic group
featured and includes the voices of key informants
of each group.

Abonus unit is provided on the Milwaukee home-
less population.
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Now live
Website on 190 Milwau-
kee neighborhoods

Links on each neighborhood include:

e 0 to 35 pages of information

e Brief'neighborhood description

e Population-focused history (including ethnic roots)
e Snapshots of commercial districts of the past

e Quotes from residents

e Quotes from oral histories (where available)

e Low cost nearby outings for families

o Demographics of current neighborhood

e Photos of neighborhood

The website currently includes ALL 191 of the neighbor-
hoods. Each week two new information will be added.

http://neighborhoodsinmilwaukee.org/

The website is
participatory inviting you

to add more information
on your own neighborhood

Website on over 50
Milwaukee ethnic
groups
has lauhChed

Between 2000 and 2012, anthropolo-
gists at Urban Anthropology Inc. con-
ducted a rigorous study of over 65 eth-
nic groups in the Greater Milwaukee
area. This study resulted in two
books—one academic and on for lay
audiences. Now it has become a web-
site.

Links on most ethnic groups in-
cludes:

Local history in the Greater Mil-
watlkee area

Major practices

Quotes from the 2012 ethnic study
“Meet your ethnic neighbors” fea-
ture

Ethnic businesses

Ethnic events and holidays
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NON-FICTION

Ethnic Wisconsin in books

Oneida Lives

In this intimate volume edited by Herbert Lewis, the long-lost voices of Wisconsin Oneida men and women speak of all as-
pects of life: growing up, work and economic struggles, family relations, belief and religious practice, boarding-school life,
love, sex, sports, and politics. These voices are drawn from a collection of handwritten accounts recently rediscovered after
more than fifty years, the result of a WPA Federal Writers’” Project undertaking called the Oneida Ethnological Study (1940-
42) in which a dozen Oneida men and women were hired to interview their families and friends and record their own experi-
ences and observations.

www.nebraskapress.unl.edu

In this all-new addition to the People of Wisconsin series, author Susan Mikos traces the history of Polish immigrants as they
settled in America’s northern heartland. The second largest immigrant population after Germans, Poles put down roots i all
corners of the state, from the industrial center of Milwaukee to the farmland around Stevens Point, in the Cutover, and be-
yond. In each locale, they brought with them a hunger to own land, a willingness to work hard, and a passion for building
churches.

www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress

The Old South Side has always welcomed ethnic groups. In the late 1800s, the area was developed by immigrant Poles who
became the dominant population for over 100 years. While other Milwaukee ethnic neighborhoods gradually dissipated
the mid-20" century because of assimilation pressures, freeway building, or urban renewal, the Old South Side remained sol-
idly Polish. A survey nearly a half century later revealed that people of 110 national backgrounds now lived in the area.
www.arcadiapublishing.com

Fi -

A Tall House series novel
Sienna Jacks

A False Memory <

A Tall House series novel
UERES

Kids in Cultures

“My dear Meyer,” chided the old historian, “why should anyone be surprised by shootings at the Tall House? Have you
looked into its past?”

The young anthropology intern was more than willing to look. Meyer Hoffmann’s voracious curiosity led him on a course
of inquiry about the Tall House, those who’d lived there, and the neighborhood itself. As zealous Meyer uncovered infor-
mation about the Tall House’s history, he blundered to false conclusions as often as he stumbled onto correct ones. The only
thing Meyer knew for certain was that everything about these shootings connected to forced ethnic migrations of the past. Yet
no one—not the guests, not the neighbors—acted very concerned about these shootings. After all, weren’t they designed to be
victimless? Perhaps, mitially. But that changed. www. MECA HMilwaukee.com

‘When the family of Leroy Cyrus decided to board him at the sumptuous Tall House, the resident social justice workers didn’t
know how to respond. Cyrus, now demented, was once a person of interest in the murder of the best friend of the Tall
House’s proprietor, Sherilyn Riddle. She questioned whether it was ethical to interrogate a man with Alzheimer’s disease.
One boarder that had no problems with the ethics of this investigation was anthropology student, Meyer Hoffmann. He’d do
whatever was necessary to solve this and possibly related murders. But the question was—how can he know if the information
he gleaned from Cyrus was true, fabricated, or based on false memories? www. MECAHMilvaukee.com

Kids in Cultures educates (while entertaining) children on key concepts of diversity, including culture, ethnicity, and multicul-
tural societies. Kids learn about these concepts through stories of children in various eras and cultural settings in SE. Wiscon-
sin. The authors are authorities in their fields. Stories include “Mammoth meat,” “Barbara Smith 1s German?” “Showing up 1s
important: A Hmong virtue,” “Firefly nights: An urban Oneida story,” “Snow falls in Bronzeville,” and “The Braves take the
‘World Series: A Polish and Mexican story.” www. MECA Hmilwaukee.com
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Ethnic Wisconsin in books, continued

A Time of Terror: A Survivor’s Story by James Cameron is
the onlyaccount ever written by a survivor of a lynch-

ing. Thanks to America’s Black Holocaust Museum and its
parent organization, the Dr. James Cameron Legacy Founda-
tion, the book 1s now available again to a general audience.
This new edition includes five never-before-published chap-
ters, photographs, and information for students and teachers.
The Foundation will also properly preserve and store Dr.
Cameron's original manuscript. www.atimeofterror.info; get
book at https:/tinyurl.com/timeofterror

American Indians in Milwaukee tells the story of tribes in Mil-
waukee from the time of its ‘founding mother” through Indian
removal in the 1830s through Indian return through years of
activism and the development of the Indian Community
School, Potawatomi Bingo and Casino, and Indian Summer
Festival. American Indians in Milwaukee by Antonio J. Doxta-
tor and Renee J. Zakhar | Arcadia Publishing Books

RECOMMENDED BY CHOICEJOURNAL!

American Ethnic Practices i the Early Twenty-first Cen-
tury: The Milwaukee Study is a work based on a twelve-year
research project conducted by Urban Anthropology, Inc.
The qualitative study examined current strength of ethnicity
and the contributions that ethnic practices have made to the
wider society. The work takes a new approach by focusing
on ethnic practices. The most prominent findings in the
book were the ways that community-building activities of
ethnic groups contributed to the wider society, and how
this, in turn can help restore a needed balance between in-
dividualism and collectivism in the United States. www.lex-

AMERICAN ETHNIC
PRACTICES IN THE
TWENTY- FIRQT CENTURY

ingtonbooks.com

NEWEST

Polish Churches i Milwaukee by John Smallshaw

Polish immigrants, through incredible personal sacrifice, built
magnificent churches and schools in Milwaukee to preserve
their Catholic culture. These churches still stand today; this 1s
their story.

v http://mecahmilwaukee.com/

Germans i Milwaukee: A neighborhood history, by Jill Flor-
ence Lackey and Rick Petrie documents the German presence
that stll exists in Milwaukee neighborhoods, including place
names to parklands to statuary, and through the memories of
local residents—-some 1,200 who contributed interviews to the
authors’ organization, Urban Anthropology, Inc.

www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/9781467 147286

Mystery novels to support

ongoing work of Urban
Anthropology Inc.

The House Off of Brady
A Ve aves Saren revet

Torwe Anha

The author of the Tall
House mystery series, Si-
enna Jacks, has created
a series of novels that
take place in Milwaukee
neighborhoods. The first
offering takes place on
Brady Street, the second
in the original Bronzeville
neighborhood, and the
third in Lincoln Village.

= As a former resident in
numerous Mllwaukee neighborhoods, Dr. Jacks
will be donating most of her royalties for the ongo-
ing work of Urban Anthropology Inc.

Order at
http://mecahmilwaukee.com/Fiction.html

Work of Urban Anthropology (UrbAn):

Milwaukee neighborhood website
Milwaukee ethnic website
Milwaukee educational website
Milwaukee Ethnic News
Milwaukee Neighborhood Forum
15 Milwaukee documentaries

UrbAn is an all-volunteer organization
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Publisher focuses on
ethnic Milwaukee

Presents opportunities for local writers

Milwaukee Ethnic Collection of Arts and Humamities (MECAH Publishing)
recently opened i Milwaukee. Its goals are to:

Interest readers in the cultural diversity of Milwaukee and its
surrounding communities.

Produce products that fit one or more of these arts and hu-
manities: history, anthropology/archaeology, folk art, art his-
tory, museums, literature (including poetry and fiction), lan-
guage, architecture, and religion.

Target the products to lay audiences of all ages (e.g., non aca-
demic).

Products that relate to urban centers of southeast Wisconsin and highlight

cultural diversity will be considered, and can include any of the following:

Nonfiction books (e.g., small museums in southeastern Wis-
consin, the history of Pentecostal churches in Milwaukee).
Fiction books (e.g., a mystery set in Milwaukee, a book for
young people with a local immigration theme).

Documentaries (e.g., the Irish of southeastern Wisconsin; a
reproduction of a play with a Milwaukee theme).

MECAH Publishing

Milwaukee Ethnic Collection of

Arts and Humanities

MECAHMilwaukee.com

The work of Urban
Anthropology

Urban Anthropology Inc. (UrbAn), the publisher of
this newsletter, is an organization of cultural an-
thropologists dedicated to the celebration of cul-
tural diversity and developing assets in Milwaukee
neighborhoods. Among its accomplishments in the
past 2.5 decades are the following:

12-year study of 65 ethnic groups in the
Greater Milwaukee area, resulting in mul-
tiple youth and adult programs and two
books.

Oral history covering over 100 Milwaukee
neighborhoods, resulting in website, multi-
ple programs, and three books.

14 documentaries, based on the above
studies.

100 life histories of the Milwaukee home-
less, resulting in Marquette curriculum
and documentaries

Over 30 programs to beautify and im-
prove Milwaukee neighborhoods

Training of over 120 anthropology interns
in grassroots research

Publication of bimonthly, Milwaukee Eth-
nic News.

Website of 190 Milwaukee neighborhoods
(see page 11).

Website of aids for teaching cultural diver-
sity to students, based on past UrbAn
youth programs.

Publication of bimonthly Milwaukee
Neighborhood Forum.

Three plays on Milwaukee history

Study on immigration and work ethics.




Milwvanikee Ethnic News

Milwaukee Ethnic News is published bimonthly by Urban Anthropol-
ogy Inc. and is managed by volunteer anthropologists. The purpose
of the newsletter is to offer ethnic organizations and individuals op-
portunities to share news and information about their cultures. The
newsletter does not receive funds from any external source. The edi-
tor is Dr. Jill Florence Lackey.

Subscriptions

The newsletter is emailed to anyone wishing to receive it. People
subscribing themselves and their friends went from 48 in June, 2012
to over 1,000 currently. If you wish your email or that of a friend to
be added to the subscriber list, send the email addresses to
JFLanthropologist@currently.com.

Submitting stories

Milwaukee Ethnic News is interested in stories from individuals, busi-
nesses, and organizations that have an ethnic appeal. These can be stories
about an immigrant family, special ethnic events, or ethnic issues that
need to be aired as guest editorials. Stories that show interethnic coopera-
tion are most welcome.

Stories must be between 100 and 400 words. Some editing will be done to
match our style guidelines and spatial constraints. We will write the sto-
ries for you if you simply send us a list of the information that you want
included. A photo of less than 2 MBs is always required for a story to be
published. Please do not refer us to websites to collect information or
photos. If we write your story from the general information you send, we
do not send proofs for approval.

Stories are always due on the 25t of the month preceding a publication
month. At times later submissions may be allowed (ask first). Publica-
tion months are July, September, November, January, March, and May.
Please send your stories to JELanthropologist@currently.com.

Editorials
Milwaukee Ethnic News occasionally prints editorials or opinion

pieces that deal with ethnic topics. Guest editorials are also wel-
come, but need prior approval to be published.

JAN

rban Anthropology, Inc.

Ethnic Documentaries from
Urban Anthropology Inc.

The Kaszubs of Jones Island: The
People That Nobody Knew

Story of a fishing community that once thrived in
the middle of an urban center, and then disap-
peared.

Urban Indians and the Culture of
Collective Action

The cultural practices and local contributions of
North American Indians in Milwaukee.

African Americans and the Culture of
Contribution

The fall of Bronzeville
and the contributions
of African Americans in
the city of Milwaukee.

The Amazing Adaptation of the Urban
Hmong

When thousands of Hmong came to the United
States, they made an incredible adaptation to a
complex society, while keeping their own cultural
practices alive.

The Varieties of Latino Experience

This documentary fo-
cuses on the diversity
(as well as similarities)
among various Latino
groups in Milwaukee.

DVDs are $25.00 each. All are based on studies
done by cultural anthropologists. To order go to
www.urban-anthropolo Paypalorders.html



mailto:RickPetrie@gmail.com
http://www.urban-anthropology.org/Paypalorders.html

" Photo attribution: Public records at Ancestry.com.

i Photo attribution: https://www.flickr.com/photos/kayak-

man/14979886866
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