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Wedding cakes are an artistic
endeavor
New business opens in Park Neighborhoods

Nayeli Flores is no stranger to the arts.
She is the daughter of internationally
renowned artist, Juan Flores. See www.
juanflores.com. But early on, Nayeli
found her niche in culinary arts—her
emphasis being on presentation.

After years of working as a cake specialist
at other bakeries, Nayeli decided to open
her own.

Recently opened

Zicaru Gourmet Wedding Cakes and Fine
Pastries opened on Christmas Eve, 2010.
Coffee and expresso, as well as Wi-Fi
connections are also available at the new
establishment. The shop is located at
2400 S. 6th Street and the phone number
is (414) 643-1570.

The importance of being Polish in old neighborhood
Letters from the past

Early in the 20th century, new immi-
grants found themselves under pressure
Youth, age 10-18, learn the cultural to abandon their ethnic roots and demon-
history of winter sports while participating strate loyalty to America. Parents often
in winter sports. Activities include ice ordered children not to speak the language
skating, tobogganing, and much more. of the old country in the home.

This was anything but the case with
Milwaukee’s Polish community that lived
in the Park Neighborhoods.

(Continued on back page)

Michael Kruszka
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Letter reveals much

In 1907, Michael Kruszka, editor of the
Kuryer Polski, a large Polish language news-
paper published in Milwaukee, wrote a letter
to the local archbishop, S.G. Messmer. In the
letter; Kruszka accused the archbishop of
trying to destroy the reputation of his family
through a newspaper he helped organize,
the Nowiny, another Polish language paper
published in Milwaukee.

Kruszka, through the Kuryer, had been
accusing the archdiocese for years of
denying Polish priests the opportunity to
advance in the Church. Now he claimed that
the Archbishop was using the Nowiny to
discredit him and his family.

How was the Archbishop trying to
discredit the family? According to Kruszka, a
major strategy was insinuating that the
family did not truly value its Polish heritage.

Excerpts from the letter

One of'the accusations Kruszka made is
that the Nowiny was falsely reporting that
Kruszka's daughter was going to Downer
College, which was non-Polish and
Protestant, and that the daughter barely
spoke Polish. To this, Kruszka responded
that his daughter was too unhealthy to
board at an out-of-state Polish Catholic
College.

“Although my daughter has attended mostly
non-sectarian schools,” argued Kruszka, “she
speaks and writes better Polish than any gradu-
ate of any sectarian school or college in this
country.” He claimed that the false information
“will cause a social ostracism of her among the
Polish people, will ruin her whole future.”

Kruszka also claimed the Nowiny had
accused him of being “anti-Catholic,” and
accused his brother; Father Waclaw Kruszka
of working against the Church. Ofhis brother;
Michael Kruszka wrote the following: “Heis a
truly Catholic priest, the most faithful believer
in the Catholic Church, the most true proponent
of true Catholic-Christian policy.

“The only ‘wrong’ which he committed is
that he ‘dared’ to go to Rome and petition
the Pope for the Polish people, and even that
he did after being asked by the Polish clergy
and the Polish people to do so; and that he
‘dared’ to criticize certain persecutions of
Poles by their bishops... “



